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On the morning of July 17™, 1940, Sugihara Chiune was in his house in
Kaunas, Lithuania. He looked outside and saw 20 to 30 people around his
house. He thought, “Jewish people from Poland arrived at last! Various
incidents came up to his mind... - i ad

On January 15" 1938 two years
before this story happened, *General
Ki'ichiro Higuchi, the top officer of Harbin, Manchuria secret service, gave an
address at the Fareast Jewish Convention. He said “I can’t deny that it is

Provide them a place to live. Provide them with the land to settle down!”

*General Ki‘ichiro Higuchi, the top officer of Harbin, Manchuria secret service
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A _couple of months had R
passed and he got news_on a
March 8. It said that 18 - »
Jewish _arrived at *Otpor, a 5 = A
border town in_the Soviet. It : -
was harsh cold. Some of them % = %

were dying of cold and hunger in
the _snow. Hundreds _ of
refugees _were _ succeeding.
Higuchi_asked *Matsuoka, the
Governor of _Manchuria Railway
for the special evacuation train.

the Jewish coul thr h
Manchuria to *Vladivostok, Kobe,
or_Shanghai. _Later this was
called “the Higuchi route” and in
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used this route for safe travel to R
other countries. Grasaers

*Matsuoka, the Governor of Manchuria Railway AR ¥4E MM $kHEARA +Viadivostok 77V % Ay 7

oppose to the expulsion of Jewish people on December 6™ 1938.

*The Five Ministers Meeting #A 84 #
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“Now they have no places to stay in_Germany, Poland or anywhere in

Europe.” Sugihara let the five representatives in the house.,

The refugees said to Sugihara, "We want to go to a safe country.” "I
want to go through here to stay in Kobe, Japan!” “I just need a transit-visa!”
They had visas for Curacao and other Netherlands’ colonies but they
needed to have transit-visas. Peopl i r_show _mon t

them, but most didn’t have enough money. Sugihara was at a loss.
*pay or show money % B, @+ (2|1 260 M, FEEH(2 1,600 Hol R4@12mALtuwiiindi s~

The next day, there were more people around his house. He sent a
telegram to the Foreign Ministry and asked how to issue |legal visas. Day
after day the number of waiting people increased. The instruction Sugihara
got from the Ministry told him to follow the regulations. He was disappointed.
“Is_this just about our national interests? This is a problem with the
Humanity and Spirit of Universal Brotherhood!” He thought about the

situation over and over in.




After 10 days, Sugihara hit upon _an_idea and finally decided to issue
*postdated visas. * MEMAHFIES % B3 #uETHELIIRE M SOLY

On July 29', he announced to the crowd around his house. “You will all
get your visas!” There was a short silence, then a big cry of joy.

For the next 30 days, Sugihara wrote visas day and night. He saw each
family and wrote their names by hand. He smiled and said, “The world is like
a big wheel. We're all connected. We shouldn’t fight each other. We

8#] should join hands. Take care
and good luck.

On August 27", he
received a telegram from the
Ministry. “Close the office

now and go to Prague.”

A7TARFRMOER—R, AL -TEEOK BT B RFTHR. £ T oY =FwE 8l kF
LB A% PRTR RS FBHAEOTvyVa2 1940 %X

On September 4", Sugihara and his family were leaving Kaunas for a
new_post in_Prague. Some people followed them to the platform. He
continued to write visas even as he got on the train. He handed them out
through the window.

The bell rang and the train started to move. With tears in his eyes,
Sugihara said, “I cannot write any more. Forgive me. I will pray for your
safety. “One of them cried, "Thank you, Mr. Sugihara. We will never forget
YOU."
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The war ended in 1945. Sugihara returned to Japan and started working
as a trader. Years later, in August 1968, he received a phone call from the
Israeli Embassy. It was from Mr. Nishri, an Israeli diplomat. Mr. Nishri met
Sugihara and took out an old piece of paper. It was Sugihara’s visa. “You
won't remember me, but I have never forgotten you,” he said.
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Sugihara issued 2,139 visas to Jewish people in Lithuania. His actions
saved more than 6,000 lives in total.
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